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A Study of Male Images in Ancient Chinese Society through Chinese Idioms
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Abstract

This research aims to study the male image as reflected through Chinese idioms, using sex, gender,
and sexuality as variables in the analysis. The study categorized the male image into four categories: 1) Sex
(appearance), which often includes having a physically strong and muscular body, being tall, not being
effeminate, not being too skinny, and having a preference for growing a mustache. 2) Gender, which indicates
social preferences for men to be strong, intimidating, and assertive leaders. 3) Sexuality, which reflects the
attitudes and values of people in the past towards gender-related cultural norms. 4) The Male's Status and Role,
which male status and roles are compared with those of females, highlighting societal attitudes and values
towards men in terms of lifestyle, work. According to the teachings of Confucius, a virtuous woman must believe
in and follow the instructions of men in order to be accepted and live together happily in the family.
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