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A Study of the Symbolic Meaning of Shadow Dramas in the Movie "To Live"
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Abstract

This research aims to study on the symbolic meaning of the shadow plays in the 1994 film “To live” by director
Zhang Yimou. The researcher analyzed the implications of shadow drama in this film by using Semiology Theory and
Cinema Photography Technique. The shadow drama in this film was used as a symbolic representation of three main
themes. 1) Reflection on the value and status of shadow dramas in Chinese society. The value and status of shadow
drama has changed according to the era that appears in the movie. 2) The metaphor of shadow drama and human
life. In this film, the shadow drama was described as a life under control of something. The human life in the film was
governed by the social environment and controlled by the political authorities. 3) The impermanence of things. The
story of the extinction can be seen in many scenes from different eras throughout the film. 4) The transition to modern
China. This can be seen in the dialogue in the final scene that reflects on the future of a progressive and modern China.

Keywords: The movie "To Live", Symbolic meaning, Shadow drama
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