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Abstract
The function of films is not only to narrate stories, as a type of entertainment, but also to become a tool to construct

a national ideology. Myanmar and Thailand have a long and complicated history which has been carefully choregraphed

! uwmwﬁﬂ%uﬂgqmnmaﬁﬂLzﬁu@mmmnwﬁﬂmﬁuﬂf’i’] FulsedRmanfiazannnssnuAnEnaesidn By yiniszaudszna lu
T 7 Tunew 2563 o ALY ANARNTULALAIANAIARNT NUANENREVINEN

* T@nseauSry iy s nangnInenANE AUENYHUANART NNINLIABLIAYT BINA chutiman2013@gmail.com

* aan3el FatnnipTnHIRLiuean ADAZNUEEANART NMNANENAEUIANT BiNa kridtisut@gmail.com, kridsanac@nu.ac.th

! Undergraduate student, B.A. (Myanmar Studies), Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University, Email: chutiman2013@gmail.com

® Lecturer, Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University, Email: kridtisut@gmail.com, kridsanac@nu.ac.th



Dokkaew Paritat: Journal of Humanities, Naresuan University AMs8nRRnUARLEAT Ny ANeNdtwsAas D 1 et 2 131
by the Thai state (cinematically, textually and using semiotics) to define the Myanmar as a national threat. This paper
studies the transformation of the Burma-ness which is represented in selected Thai films.

This paper explores a Thai film industry under the Thai government control and how the industry presents the views
on Myanmar as an enemy or a threat through visual media. Research findings based on a number of documents, statements,
and chronicles with regard to Thailand-Myanmar relations reveal that some contents of aforementioned resources have con-
tributed to the building of Thai nationalism. That is, the Thai government has intentionally presented Myanmar as a “threat or
invader”. As a result, the films with the plots about the Myanmar have been tailored to serve this purpose by delivering the
message of Myanmar as a “threat or invader” to the Thai nation. Nonetheless, in 1980 the government of an ‘isolated” Myanmar
shifted its policies and intended to open the country. Tourism promotion was one of the strategies to draw tourists to experi-
ence Myanmar culture. This has indirectly impacted on the production of films whose traditional plots concerning Thailand-
Myanmar relations and nationalist conceptions to something else, namely inter-racial love, transboundary relationship, and
timeless affection. This paper reflects the transition of Myanmar cinematic representation by the Thai film industry from an
enemy to a warmly regarded neighbor. By the same token, the film industry in Myanmar is growing. A number of Myanmar
workers in Thailand can watch movies. As a result, the movie has another storyline that is not limited to the concept of “Burma-
ness” to define the Myanmar identity as a national threat. The plot changes from enemy to interracial love, various classes,
good image of Myanmar characters, identity, culture, and ways of life.

Keywords: Thai film, Burma-ness, Thai nationalism, Thai-Myanmar relations
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