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Defense Mechanisms of a Child Character in Wonder
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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the defense mechanisms of August, who is a child character from Wonder. The results
indicate that August uses defense mechanisms corresponding with Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalytic heory. Two defense mech-
anisms are found. The first type is compensation, which protects the individual against the conscious realization of some defi-
ciencies. The other is avoidance, which is the practice of keeping away from particular situations, environments, individuals, or
things. The findings also show that the child character uses defense mechanisms when he confronts negative situations or when
painful feelings are associated with him. Thus, he can leave those encounters quickly, and this behavior naturally emerges. It
results in the natural and human characteristics of the child character in this novel.
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