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A Study of Social and Cultural Reflections on Thai of Chinese Origin Through a TV

Series “In Family We Trust”
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Abstract

The aim of this research was to study the social-cultural reflections, and the values of the Chinese Thai characters
from a TV soap opera “In Family We Trust” through a content analysis. This TV series is about a Chinese-Thai family, in
which family conflicts eventually lead to stress and chaos. The results show a reflection of society in terms of family rela-
tionships and kinship of Chinese Thais, particularly in a large family with a different generation. The relationship between
siblings is showed and the important roles of daughters-in-law are presented. In addition, the series reveals many cultural
perspectives such as family mutual interests, funeral ceremonies, etc. The role of Tuo Sung (a character in a series) and
arranged marriage mirrors the values and practices of Thai people of Chinese descent, including a gender preference on
sons over daughters. The values of love reflect many types of relationships and various dimensions both positive and
negative sides.

Keywords: Thai people of Chinese descent, Social Reflection, Culture, Values.
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