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Abstract

This article aims to study ghost narratives in ‘ The Ghost Radio’, a Thai radio channel, through folklore lens. The
first objective is to study tale-types of these narratives by folklore tale-type’s concept; the second objective is to employ
functionalism to analyze the narratives. As for data, this study selects 10 clips from the top-ten highest viewers from
https://www.youtube.com/theghostradioOfficial (surveyed in September 2020). The results show that ghost narratives in
“The Ghost Radio” mainly portray two tale-types which are helping between ghost and humans, and revenge of ghosts.
Interestingly, the second one is more dominantly found. Regarding functions of ghost narratives, there are three key

functions. Firstly, ghost narratives play an amusement role. Secondly, the narratives implicitly suggested individuals are
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controlled in society via ghost beliefs for maintaining social norms. Lastly, the narrative also explains places and
disseminate the meaning of places through memory comparing to ghost tales. Therefore, it could be said that ghost
narratives in this radio channel are a connection between traditional beliefs and people in the contemporary age, and
ghost narratives in the past and present implicitly share a similar sense of social strategy to educate people and to maintain
peace in the society.
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