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Ghost Narratives in “The Ghost Radio’ : Tale-Types and its Functions to Society
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Abstract

This article aims to study ghost narratives in ‘ The Ghost Radio’, a Thai radio channel, through folklore lens. The
first objective is to study tale-types of these narratives by folklore tale-type’s concept; the second objective is to employ
functionalism to analyze the narratives. As for data, this study selects 10 clips from the top-ten highest viewers from
https://www.youtube.com/theghostradioOfficial (surveyed in September 2020). The results show that ghost narratives in
“The Ghost Radio” mainly portray two tale-types which are helping between ghost and humans, and revenge of ghosts.
Interestingly, the second one is more dominantly found. Regarding functions of ghost narratives, there are three key

functions. Firstly, ghost narratives play an amusement role. Secondly, the narratives implicitly suggested individuals are
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controlled in society via ghost beliefs for maintaining social norms. Lastly, the narrative also explains places and
disseminate the meaning of places through memory comparing to ghost tales. Therefore, it could be said that ghost
narratives in this radio channel are a connection between traditional beliefs and people in the contemporary age, and
ghost narratives in the past and present implicitly share a similar sense of social strategy to educate people and to maintain
peace in the society.

Keywords: Ghost Narratives, Tale-Type, Functionalism, The Ghost Radio
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Comedies: Relationship between Humor and Jokes and Role of Monks
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Abstract

This study examines the relationship between humor and jokes and the role of monk characters in comedies.
Ten Thai comedies that were produced between 2005 — 2019 and shown in cinemas, with the monk characters as
protagonists were selected and studied. The findings reveal that there are five roles of monks that appeared in the
relationship between humor and jokes and monk characters: a role of teaching the Vinaya Pitaka, a role of providing public
welfare, a role of implementing social works for monks, a role of performing monks’ duties and responsibilities, and a role
in their dark side. Most of the mentioned monks’ roles were found to be real in societies. However, some details that were
strange, exaggerated, and against the actual status of monks in certain roles were added into the movies to establish a

sense of humor.
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Comedies often add a sense of humor through monk characters which is different from the one in reality. Notice
that in the comedies it has shown the dark side of monks- moonlighting, for example — which is considered against the
doctrines of Buddhism, can also be presented in the movies for creating humor. It should be noted that presenting the
characters of monks in comedies, especially through their dark side is possible without any doubt.

Keywords: Comedies, Monks, Humor, Jokes, Role
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the supernatural worldview which in the novel named Nakkapat of Tomayanti. The
concept involves with the worldview and the supernatural. The result of the study in the novel Nakkapat found that there
are four parts. First, the spiritual worldview classified into three types such as black magic, amulet and auspicious time.
Second, the sacral worldview classified into two types such as God and guardian spirit. Third, the afterlife worldview
classified into three types such as spirit, communication between spirit and human being and reincarnation. Finally, the
dream worldview classified into two types such as foretelling of dream and past life of dream. In Thai society all supernat-
ural worldviews are true beliefs that are inherited from the past to the present. These in turn affect the Thai society entirely.

Keywords: Supernatural worldview, novel, Nakkapat, Tomayanti
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Strategies to Name the Documentary Episodes to Reflect Identities:

A Case Study of “Thuean Travel” and “Thiao Rop Lok”
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Abstract

This article aims to examine tactics in naming episodes of the documentaries: Thuean Travel produced by
Wannasingh Prasertkul and Thiao Rop Lok by Monthon Kasarntikul, respectively. It presents distinctiveness of naming
thirty-six episodes of Thuean Travel broadcasted from 4 March 2017 to 20 June 2020 and ninety-three episodes of
Thiao Rop Lok streamed from 2 November 2014 to 27 May 2020. The findings reveal seven tactics that were employed for
naming each episode, including word choice, applying a certain name of the place as a part of the episode name, using
punctuation marks in place of conjunctions, using emoticons, using rhetorical questions, and providing a short explanation.
Each employed different tactics according to the purpose and audience of the shows.

Keywords: naming, Thuean Travel, Thiao Rop Lok
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English Relative Clauses by Thai EFL learners:
A Case Study of Translation Task
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Abstract

English relative clauses (ERC) has gained attention from a number of scholars, including Thai researchers
(Kimura, 2015; Phoocharoensil & Simargool, 2010; Termjai & Cedar, 2013; to name a few). These studies found that
non-English major students faced problems in ERC production in several ways. The present study focused on English
major students’ abilities in embedding ERC into the sentences based on the Noun Phrase Accessibility Hierarchy (NPAH)
and the Perceptual Difficulty Hypothesis (PDH). Twenty-six English major students from the Faculty of Education, Naresuan
University translated 12 Thai sentences into English sentences with ERC structure. The results reveal that the students
followed the NPAH theories and the percentages in their production of SU and OBJ, GEN RCs were 98%, 72%, and 37%
respectively. In terms of PDH, it was found that the students could embed OBJ RCs to the right of sentences better than
in the center of sentences, while they did well both in right-embedded and center embedded structures in the part of SUB
RCs. Moreover, the students could not embed GEN RCs correctly in both right of sentences and the center of sentences.

Keywords: English relative clauses, Thai EFL learners.

Introduction

Azar (2002) states that an English relative clause (ERC) or an adjective clause is a dependent clause which
is one of the components in English complex sentence structures. The important function of ERCs is to modify nouns
or pronouns in order to identify, describe, or provide additional information about the nouns and pronouns. In academic
textbooks at the university level, a relative clause structure is found most frequently when compared to the other two
complex sentence structures, namely adverb clause and noun clause (Ngam-kitiawat, 2014). Interestingly, Celce-
Murcia & Larsen-Freeman (1999) posit that relative clauses have been regarded as a complicated and problematic
structure for most EFL and ESL learners when compared with other structures. This claim corroborates Rattanasak

(2014)’s study in that Thai EFL learners have difficulty dealing with adjective clauses. Not surprisingly, in Thailand,

' TAnsTAUSIYNEE A2 TINNENSING Y AMENYHEANART NANANENAEULIALS
* a3t szann AT NI AMUENYHANART NINANENAELIAIT
° Undergraduate student, Department of English, Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University
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several studies have shown that Thai EFL learners both undergraduate students and high school students mostly faced
struggles in producing adjective clauses (e.g. Kimura, 2015; Termjai & Cedar, 2013; Rattanasak, 2014). Moreover, it
was found that Thai EFL learners faced problems in the production of the genitive relative clause (GEN) or “whose +
noun + verb” structures, and students usually avoid using them (e.g. Phoocharoensil & Simargool, 2010). The results
mentioned above reveal that Thai students still have problems with RC production. As a result, the topic of ERC
production by Thai EFL learners should be further studied.

However, in Thailand, most of the existing studies focus on non-English major students. Thus, to gain a clearer
picture of the problems and the production process of ERCs by Thai students, the present study aims to examine the
English major students’ production of the subject (SUB), object (OBJ), and genitive (GEN) in relative clauses based
on Keenan and Comrie’s (1977), namely the Noun Phrase Accessibility Hierarchy (NPAH), and on Kuno (1974)’s
Perceptual Difficulty Hypothesis (PDH). The findings would reflect the abilities of Thai learners in producing ERCs
whether they were congruent with both theories. Therefore, Thai EFL learners or people who are interested in these
fields will have a better comprehension on the factors which have an impact on ERC production so that they can apply
and produce ERCs correctly in the use of English in their daily lives. Also, this study can bring awareness to the students
about which one (SUB, OBJ, and GEN) they should pay special attention to while reading or writing. In addition, Thai
English teachers have some ideas to prepare appropriate teaching materials when dealing with ERCs in the

classroom. Finally, this present study might inspire other researchers to conduct further studies.

Literature Review

This part is divided into three major sections. The first section focuses on the Noun Phrase Accessibility
Hierarchy (NPAH), and the next part is about the Perceptual Difficulty Hypothesis (PDH) . The last section deals
with the related previous studies.

The Noun Phrase Accessibility Hierarchy (NPAH)

Keenan and Comrie (1977) posit that relative clauses consist of Noun Phrases (NPs) which are modified
with clauses related to those phrases. They also refer to the Noun Phrase Accessibility Hierarchy (NPAH) and
describe that the NPAH can predict the degree of difficulty in the RC production. The NPAH scale from the easiest
to most difficult degree is as follows: Subject (SU) > Direct Object (DO) > Indirect Object (I0) > Oblique (OBL) >

Genitive (GEN) > Object of Comparative (OCOMP). The following is related examples of NPs in each type:

Easy SU: The woman [that __carries the baby]
DO: The baby [that the woman carries__]
10: The baby [that the woman gives the food to__]
OBL: The baby [whom the woman cares about__]
GEN: The woman [whose baby my kids like__]
v OCOMP: The woman [who my sister is taller than__]

Difficult (Algady, 2013, p. 35-36)
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The Perceptual Difficulty Hypothesis (PDH)

In Perceptual Difficulty Hypothesis (PDH), the positioning NPs into the right of sentences (right-embedded)
is easier than positioning NPs into center of sentences (center-embedded) because center-embedded RCs can
interrupt sentence production process of human (Kuno, 1974). In other words, in the right-embedded structure, the
information flows along better than the center-embedded one. Thus, the right-embedded structure takes less time
and is easier to acquire than the counterpart. Thus, second language learners (L2 learners) tend to perform better

and learn faster in the right-embedded ERCs than the center-embedded ERCs. The following are the sentence

examples:
Easy right-embedded ERCs: She is the woman whom | told you about.
Difficult center-embedded ERCs: The man whom | saw was Mr. Jones.

(Azar, 2002, p.269)

Related studies

Hatch (1971) studied the comprehension of RCs in 20 kindergarten and 20 second grade children by
focusing on two embedding positions (center vs. right) and SU RCs, OBJ RCs, and GEN RCs. The results showed
that the children understood SU right-embedded RC the most, and the least one was GEN center-embedded RC.
Similarly, Cho and Lee (2016) studied the frequency of using RCs in science and engineering journal papers and
found that the SU RC structure (which + a verb phrase) was frequently found in the journal articles, and GEN SU
structure (whose + a noun + a verb phrase) was found the least which was compatible with the Hatch’s (1971)
result. Moreover, it was found that all journals in the study also used right- embedded RCs rather than
center-embedded RCs (Cho & Lee 2016). In other words, the results of these two studies were in accordance
with the Keenan and Comrie’s (1977) NPAH and Kuno’s (1974) PDH. By the same token, Kubota (1993) examined
the accuracy order in production of ERCs and found that the participants in the study preferred to produce ERCs
with right-embedded ERCs over center-embedded ERCs. It demonstrates that the results matched the PDH of
Kuna (1974). However, in the section of NPAH, the participants followed the Keenan and Comrie’s (1977) except
for the genitive type. The scale of frequency in production of ERCs by the participants was as follows: SU > GEN
> OBJ > OPREP.

In Thailand, a number of researchers have attempted to study on ERCs within NPAH and PDH theories
in several fields. Many previous studies in Thailand reveal that most Thai learners especially undergraduate
students throughout Thailand had the abilities to learn and produce ERCs in right-embedded structure better than
center-embedded structure (e.g. Kimura, 2015; Phoocharoensil & Simargool, 2010; Rattanasak, 2014; Termjai &
Cedar, 2013). In other words, most Thai learners follow the PDH theory of Kuno (1974). Moreover, Thai learners
mostly followed the Keenan and Comrie’s (1977) NPAH theory. For instance, Phoocharoensil and Simargool

(2010) claimed that the ERC structure types which Thai learners used the most to the least were as follows: SU,
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OBJ, OPREP, and GEN RCs, respectively. The results of Phoocharoensil and Simargool (2010) were obviously
related to the Keenan and Comrie’s (1977) NPAH theory. However, the study of Rattanasak (2014) had a
conflicting result with NPAH theory. The result from the participants in high language competent group revealed
that the they understood the GEN ERCs better than OPREP ERCs. The results of Rattanasak’s (2014) were similar
to the results of Amornwongpeeti and Pongpairoj (2014)’s study in the part of NPAH. The participants in
Amornwongpeeti and Pongpairoj (2014)’s study had the least understanding in terms of OBL ERCs. It may be
concluded that some Thai learners seem to have less understanding in OBL RCs.

In summary, the previous studies indicated that ERCs which were preferred to use the most was SUB
ERCs. Although the hypothesis of Keenan and Comrie (1977) stated that GEN ERCs is one of the two most difficult
types, the results of some studies did not correlate with NPAH. Moreover, a study especially in the case of
Naresuan University only focused on ERC production by non-English major students in the field of SUB and DO
right-embedded RCs and SUB and DO center-embedded RCs (Termjai & Cedar, 2013), but the study did not
focus on GEN right and center embedded ERCs which are in a more difficult level. In other words, there is more
room to expound. Thus, to prove whether the NPAH and PDH theories work well with the Thai case and whether
the results of this study will relate with the previous study or not, the present study aims to examine how English
major students at Naresuan University conformed to the NPAH in the field of SUB, oBJ’
and GEN and emphasized the abilities to produce ERCs of the English major students in right-embedded and
center-embedded RC structures. The findings would answer the following two research questions. First, based
on the NPAH, which one (SUB, OBJ, GEN) do students perform the best and the worst. Second, based on the

PDH, which structure (right-embedded and center-embedded ones) do students perform better.

Research Methodology

This part deals with the participants of the study, instruments, procedures of collecting data, and data analysis.

Participants

Twenty third year undergraduate English major students, under the Faculty of Education, Naresuan
University participated in this study. They had learned several English courses, such as Intensive English
Grammar, Basic Writing, Basic Reading courses. So, their English proficiency was supposed to be high.

Instrument

The instrument in this study was a translation task adopted from Phoocharoensil and Simargool (2010)
and Azar (2002). All participants were asked to translate Thai sentences into English. The translation task
consisted of 12 translation statement items and was divided into SUB, OBJ and GEN. Each structure had four

translation sentences. Thus, the total number of translation sentence was twelve. To make the translation

®In this study, we combined DO, 10, and OBL together as OBJ.
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sentences easy for analyzing and presenting the data set, they were classified as SUB 1, SUB 2, SUB3, and SUB
4 for the subject relative clauses. The other two structures (OBJ, GEN) followed the same pattern as the SUB.

In addition, the translation sentences were designed to reflect the PDH as well. To be more precise, in
the three maijor structures (SUB, OBJ, GEN), each structure had four translation statements. The four translation
statements consisted of two sub-structures (2 center-embedded and 2 right embedded). To paint a clearer

picture how those were arranged on the test, see some sample sentences based on the SUB structure.

SUB 1 center-embedded translation statement1

4. BnEMenTuEnsuted Ui AvNga

The girl who won the competition is happy.
SUB 2 right-embedded translation statement1
5. HNANAINEIUIATIYNITNANNTNYANENEIN 1 IR

I’'m looking for a secretary who can speak English well.

SUB3 center-embedded translation statement?2
aa al' ;/ ¥ o =
7. uﬂmmuwuqm’m@ummﬂﬂimmu

The student who is sitting next to me is sleeping.

SUB4 right-embedded translation statement2
10. SuraUAEUINAUNd LAY

| thanked the woman who helped me.

Again, the other two structures (OBJ, GEN) followed the same pattern as the SUB. As a result, the
translation task reflected both NPAH and PDH models. In Table 1, all numbers refer to translation statement items

on the real task. See appendix A for more details.

Table1: Structure of a translation task

Center-embedded structure Right-embedded structure
SUB 4,7 5,10
OoBJ 6,9 1,8
GEN 2,11 3,12

Data collection procedure

The data collection was conducted in September 2019. Here is the data collection process. First, the
researchers explained the purposes of the study to all participants in Thai to ensure that the participants clearly
understood the objective of the study and how to do the task, and then, the participants completed the consent
form of participation. Later, the participants were asked to translate twelve Thai sentences into English sentences
with relative clause structure in the classroom. After they spent forty minutes doing the task, the researchers

collected the answer sheets and did the grading.
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Data Analysis

As mentioned earlier, the participants’ answer sheets were graded by the researchers. As long as the
students employed correct noun phrases, relative clause position, they received one point. If they did it wrong,
they obtained a zero point. After the grading process, all data were run through a statistic program, namely SPSS,
to find a statistically significant difference among the three major pronominal pronouns (SUB, OBJ, and GEN) to
answer the first research question. In addition, a statistical calculation paved the way for answering the second
research question regarding the right-embedded and the center-embedded structures. Finally, the statistical data

were tabulated to reveal the production performance on the basis of NPAH and PDH.

Results

This part presents statistical findings to answer two major research questions. The first part deals with
the first research question on the NPAH analysis. The second one covers the second research questions on the
PDH basis.

RQ1: Based on the NPAH, which one (SUB, OBJ, GEN) do students perform the best and the worst?

According to the test, the total score was twelve. The average score from twenty-six participants was
8.62 (or 72% ). However, the statistical findings mirror only an overall performance picture. To answer the first

research question, three major types based on the NPAH theory are presented as follows.

Table 2: Mean score and amount of correct production of each RC type (N=26)

Mean Std. Deviation Minimum Maximum
SUB (4 items) 25.50 1.00 24 26
OBJ (4 items) 18.75 7.80 8 25
GEN (4 items) 9.50 5.06 3 14
Total 17.92 8.41 3 26

Table 2 reveals that the participants could produce the SUB ERC almost 100%; the mean score was 25.5
out of 26. Only two students missed it. In principle, the SUB ERC is considered to be easiest type of RC to
acquire. In terms of OBJ ERC, the mean score of production dropped to 18.75. Surprisingly only 8 students did

it correctly in the object relative clause in item 8 (Baseball is the only kind of sports in which | am interested. See

appendix B for more details. Genitive relative clauses seem problematic to the students since the mean score

was only 9.50. Some items had a very low number of students who could perform them correctly. One was item

3 regarding GEN (Everyone tried to help the family whose house had burned down); only 8 students could

perform the sentence correctly. The other problematic structure was item 11 ( The child whose toy | broke is

crying); only a few students did it correctly.
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Table 3: The F-test result on the three major types

A One-way ANOVA

Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between Groups 516.16 2 258.08 8.84 .008*
Within Groups 262.75 9 29.19
Total 778.91 11

The F-test shows that there is a statically significant difference at .05 level (F = 8.84; p<.05). However,
Table 3 reveals only an overall performance since the F-test reflects that at least one pair has a significant
difference. The question is: Does the significant difference apply to all three pairs? Table 4 shows a multiple

comparison among the three pairs.

Table 4: A Multiple Comparison

95% Confidence Interval
(1) type of ER J) ER Mean Difference (I-J) Std. Error Sig.
Lower Bound Upper Bound

Subject object 6.75 3.82 A1 -1.89 15.39
genitive 16.00 3.82 .00** 7.36 24.64

Object subject -6.75 3.82 1 -15.39 1.89
genitive 9.25 3.82 .04* .61 17.89

Genitive subject -16.00 3.82 .00** -24.64 -7.36
object -9.25 3.82 .04 -17.89 -.61

Significant differences at p < 0.01 level are marked by “**” while those at p < 0.05 level are marked by “*”.

Table 4 reveals that there is no statistically significant difference between the subject relative clause and
the object relative clause at level .05 (p >.05). Nonetheless, a statistically significant difference is found in the
other two pairs. One is the subject relative clause and genitive relative clause (p<.01). The other is the object
relative clause and genitive relative clause (p<.05). The statistical findings demonstrate that the participants’
ability to produce the subject and object relative clause has no difference. However, the ability to produce the
subject relative clause and the genitive relative clause is different. It works the same way as the objective relative

clause and the genitive one.

RQ 2: Based on the PDH, which structure (right-embedded and center-embedded ones) do students perform

better?

According to Table 4, the participants did the right-embedded structure better than the center one. The
mean scores in both right and center-embedded structures were 4.61 and 3.65, respectively. In addition, the SD
in the right-embedded shows a better scatter score (.98). In addition, a pair t-test reveals that there is a statistically

significant difference between the two types of structure. See Table 5 below.
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Table 5: Statistical findings

Sum
Type of structure Mean SD
(26x6= 156)
Right-embedded (6 items) 120 4.61 .98
Center-embedded (6 items) 95 3.65 1.23
n=26 t = 4.40; p<.00

Consider Table 6 to find out what items the participants performed well and which one could be an uphill
task for them. In terms of easy items, students did well in items numbers 1, 4, 5, and 7. Notice that both structures
received perfect scores or all participants could do it correctly. Only item 1 shows one participant that provided
a wrong answer. The question then would be if the center-embedded one was truly problematic. In the center-
embedded, the more difficult structures- specifically the two items (9 and 11) reveal some difficulty, and in
particular item 11, in which only three participants could translate the sentence correctly. The right-embedded

one also reflects some difficulty as well, as in item 3 in which only eight participants could answer correctly.

Table 6: Identification of easy and difficult items

Type of structure Easy items Difficult items
Right-embedded #1(25),#5 (26) #3(8),
Center-embedded #4(26),#7 (26) #9 (8), #11 (3)

Numbers in parentheses refer to the number of participants who answered the question items correctly. It should be noted that

the level of difficulty was based on the fewer than 10 participants who did the item correctly.

Let's consider some easy /difficult items in details. In the easy items, both right embedded and center
embedded fall in this category. In difficult items, center-embedded seem to pose more difficulty since 2 out of the

3 items fall in to this category.

Table 7: Easy and difficult items

Easy items Difficult items
Iltem no Translation statement Item no Translation statement
1 éum@uﬁmmmﬁﬂmﬁﬂu 3 nnmuwmmm’wmaumi“qﬁﬁmmqumm
| like the essay which you wrote. gl sl

Everyone tried to help the family whose

house had burned down.

G 9 a A | e a A4 a4 &
4 WANHUENNTUSNITHINTUNAITNET 9 wasnnanRadle Al zann
The girl who won the competition is happy. The song to which we listened last night was

very beautiful.
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Easy items Difficult items
Item no Translation statement Iltem no Translation statement
5 wuﬁﬁrﬁmmmmemiﬁmmimm 11 dinAundwihesuiardeedlst
ndangelin The child whose toy | broke is crying.

I’'m looking for a secretary who can speak

English well.

aa de v o =
7 UARAAUNIINNAUNNAINU L INARL

The student who is sitting next to me is

sleeping.

In sum, based on the PDH, the statistic findings seem congruent with the theory. However, when lowest
and highest score items are taken into consideration, the type of structure does not matter in the highest items,

but it becomes an issue in the lowest score items.

Discussion and Suggestion

This part clarifies the findings to find out the plausible cause of what went wrong from the two theories.
This also links to what other previous studies found and how they connect to the present study.

1. ERC production based on Keenan and Comrie’s (1977)

The present study pays attention to the ERC production of SUB, OBJ, and GEN ERCs. In SUB ERC,
almost all students could produce them perfectly. The results correspond to the those of Phoocharoensil and
Simargool (2010) which reveal that the students especially the students who had high English proficiency can
translate Thai sentences into English sentences with SUB RCs perfectly. The finding fits Keenan and Comrie’'s
(1977).

In OBJ ERC production, the number of students producing this part correctly decreases from the part of
SUB ERC. The average number of students that correctly produce OBJ ERC is approximately 18.75. However,
the most interesting point in this part is item 9 since only eight students could produce it correctly. The item 9 is
‘The song to which we listened last night was very beautiful’in English. The most common mistake in this item is
most students often did not have a preposition “to”. The other three items on OBJ ERC were not too difficult for
them since the number of participants did it quite well (18, 24, 25). See appendix B for more details.

The last section is GEN. The average number of students that can produce this RC type is only 9.50.
The numbers of participants who can translate into ERC in four items are 3, 8, 13, and 14, respectively. Thus, they
performed poorly on GEN as Keenan and Comrie’s (1977) claim. We notice that the causes of difficulty are based
on not only the NPAH, but also the PDH theories. The point to be discussed in the next part is regarding Kuno's
theory. In sum, the results reveal that the participants can do SUB and OBJ RC better than GEN RC which
conforms to Hatch’s (1971) study and meets the theory of Keenan and Comrie (1977).

In sum, the scale of difficulty from easy structure to difficult one is: SUB > OBJ > GEN.
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2. Positioning ERC into the sentences based on Kuno's (1974) PDH

Table 5 demostrates that Kuno’s PDH works well with the findings of the present study. That is, Thai
participants have a better performance on the right-embedded structure than the center-embedded one. The
total score from 26 students on the right-embedded (120 out of 156 or 77%) is obviously higher than that on the
center-embedded (95 out of 156 or 61%). The mean score and SD also are in the same direction. In other words,
SD in the right-embedded one reflects more tight scattered scores than that in the center one. Additionally, the
t-test shows a statistically significant difference between the two structures. The findings are compatible with
those of Kimura (2015) and Termjai & Cedar’s (2013). That is, the center-embedded one causes some more
difficult than the counterpart to process the information. The participants felt more comfortable to handle the right-
embedded structure than the center-embedded one. These then is leaning more to and correspond to Kuno’s
PHD. Nonetheless, Table 6 turns things around in that some right-embedded structure poses more problematic
than the center-embedded, as in item 3. In order to account for this, Table 7 shows the reason for it. That is, in
the three items (3, 9, 11) of a difficult category, “whose” appears in two items (3 and 11). It looks to consider only
internal structure based on Kuno's PHD, which is inadequate to account for this phenomenon. GENs in items 3
and 11 are not the same. That is, one is a subject GEN (item3); the other is an object GEN (item11). We posit that
the object GEN is more difficult than the subject one. Before discussing items 3 and 11, let's consider the

difference between the subject and object GENs in the following sentences.

Subject GEN

People can offer their kids’ old clothes. Their children are growing.

(1) People whose children are growing can offer their kids’ old clothes.

Object GEN
The person will suggest a way for you to get it. You want a person'’s item.

(2) The person whose item you want will suggest a way for you to get it.

Based on Kuno’s PHD, center-embedded structure is more difficult than the counterpart since it obstructs
the flow of information. The subject GEN (1) looks easier than the object GEN (2) because the reader or hearer
tends to have less difficulty getting the meaning across. In contrast, the object GEN has a double hurdle to the
reader in that for one reason the structure is inserted in the middle of the sentence; the flow of information was
obstructed like (1). Worse, for another reason, the object is positioned before the subject of the GEN structure
(whose item you want).

Let's consider the findings from the present study, as in (3) and (4).

(3) Everyone tried to help the family whose house had burned down. (item 3)

(4) The child whose toy | broke is crying. (item 11)
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(3) becomes a difficult structure for the participants even though it is in the right-embedded form. We
are not surprised for (4) to have the lowest score on the test because it fits Kuno’s model. The center-embedded
structure must be more difficult than the right-embedded one. In addition, as mentioned earlier, the object GEN
has an impact on the flow of information because the object in the subordinate clause appear before the subject
and the predicate part of the clause. When items 4 and 7 in Table 7 are taken into account, Kuno’s model might

not work well with the center-embedded items with a perfect score as below.

The girl who won the competition is happy. (item 4).

The student who is sitting next to me is sleeping. (item 7)

Again, Keenan & Comrie (1977)’s concept can explain this in that as long as a particular sentence is in
the SUB form, the learners should not have a problem to handle. To consider only the internal structure might not

be enough.

Pedagogical implication

When EFL learners study ERCs, they are always taught to understand ERC basic structure and type of
ERCs. The lecturer should employ the two theories (Keenan & Comrie, 1977 and Kuno, 1973) to strengthen the
learners’ understanding and be aware of certain structure. To be more specific, the lecturer should teach the
learners from the least complicated structure to most complex one (SUB to OCOMP). Then, while teaching ERCs
on Keenan and Comrie (1977), the lecturer can bring the internal structure (center and right-embedded structures)
into the learners’ consideration. The focus might pose more weight on the first theory than on the second one,
particularly on SUB and OBJ.  The internal structure will play a crucial role when the learners have to deal with

GEN because the object GEN is more difficult and needs more awareness than the subject GEN.

Suggestions for further studies

First, since the present study is a quantitative study, some results of this study did not perfectly conform
to the NPAH and PDH theories. To find out why some results do not conform to the theories, further studies should
use more research tools to elicit a quantitative data set. Thus, interview can be employed in this case.

Second, in this study, OBJ ERC was correlated with three types of RC— DO, 10 and OBL—based on the
NPAH model. Thus, the results might be affected by this combination structure. Further studies should focus on

DO, 10 and OBL RC separately according to the NPAH scale so that the results of the study will be more accurate.
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Appendix A (a translation task)

'
= =

1. GureUEENANT AN

| like the essay which you wrote.

2. frnapaunnsziansAgnaiue Fansnga

The man whose wallet was stolen called the police.

o %

3. ynAuNENeNdasAsauAfNTuasananungn W lng

2M383nenLAALTYIF WunAnendeusaas T9 1 atlui 2| 73

Everyone tried to help the family whose house had burned down.

4. WnEmenTuENsuted Ul AvNga

The girl who won the competition is happy.

5. HNANAINBIUIATIYNTNAINNTNYANENEINA 1 1A

I’'m looking for a secretary who can speak English well.

o ¥

B = = o =
6. HINLAUNAUAE NeiautlaaNNn

The man to whom | talked yesterday was very kind.

'
o v o

7. MAnAuNIaT 9 uNNa Nl s AR

The student who is sitting next to me is sleeping.

= ~ oA A
8. L‘LI@‘LI@@LﬂuﬂWﬂmeﬂmx‘imewm\lﬂuslﬂ

Baseball is the only kind of sports in which | am interested.

A A oA &
9. LW@\?V]W"JﬂL?qﬁﬂLﬁJﬂﬂuu1WLiq$Nqﬂ

The song to which we listened last night was very beautiful.

10. SureUAMEUTNAUNG RS

| thanked the woman who helped me.

=3 dl o o 1 o O o v v
11,100 ﬂumaummmmqummmﬂu

The child whose toy | broke is crying.

o

v vo o <
12. ﬂug@ﬂ@‘mﬂmummmuqnﬂm

| know the man whose bicycle was stolen.
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Appendix B (A descriptive statistics result)

Types of relative Number of students
clauses who did it correctly L
SU_CENTER1 26 100
SU_CENTER2 26 100
SUB
SU_RIGHT1 26 100
SU_RIGHT2 24 92
OBJ_CENTER1 18 69
OBJ_CENTER2 8 31
OBJ
OBJ_RIGHT1 25 96
OBJ_RIGHT2 24 92
GEN_CENTER1 14 54
GEN_CENTER2 3 12
GEN
GEN_RIGHT1 8 31
GEN_RIGHT2 13 50

Total number of students who did the translation task: 26
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A Study of English Language Learning Strategies of 3rd Year
English Major Students at Naresuan University
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate the use of language learning strategies of English major students in
the faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University. The participants are 50 third-year English major students in the second
semester of the academic year 2020. The strategy inventory for language learning (SILL) Version 7.0 from Oxford (1989)
was used as the research instrument. The obtained data were analyzed by using percentages, means, and standard
deviations. The findings show that the participants are classified as medium frequency users (X =3.31,S.D. = 0.95). When
considering each strategy, cognitive strategies are the most frequently used (X=3.42, S.D. = 0.94), followed by memory
strategies (X = 3.32, S.D. = 0.92), social strategies (X=3.31, S.D. = 0.95), and effective strategies (X= 3.20, S.D. = 0.95).

Keyword: Language Learning Strategies, Tertiary level, English major

Introduction

English is an international language that is very important today because it is widely used in international
communication. However, even though Thai English learners have spent years studying English, there are few
successful learners. In addition, the English proficiency of Thai learners is still not satisfactory. Many studies aimed
to investigate why the level of English language skills of Thai learners is low (Kunasaraphan, 2015). English
language ranking of many organizations, such as EF English Language Index (EF EPI) (2019) showed that the
ranking of English language skills of Thai people in 2019 continues to fall for the third consecutive year. Thailand
ranks 74th out of 100 countries and has a total score of 47.62 which is considered very low proficiency. The
ranking has made Thailand the third lowest in Southeast Asia.

In addition, Jindaprasert (1997) found that Thai students are passive They lack enthusiasm and are
accustomed to teaching methods that accept knowledge without expressing themselves. Students are only

interested in doing good grades. These behaviors make language learning difficult and ineffective. This needs to

! Undergraduate student, Department of English, Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University
: Lecturer, Department of English, Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University
* HARSTAULFTYO 6T 6197390 HSANG Y AMEIYHEANART NMNANENAEULIAYS

* 91273819rAN NPT NI AMTNYHHANARAT NININENFELIAGT
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be changed. Moreover, Thailand fully participated in the ASEAN community in 2015, making English more im-
portant. Therefore, it is a challenge to push the learning and development of the English language skills of Thai
students to be equal to those of English language learners in the ASEAN Member States. (Wutwongsa, 2015)

Oxford (1990) defines learning strategies as steps that students use to promote learning and describes
learning strategies are the specific actions taken by the learner to make learning easier, faster, more enjoyable,
more self-directed, more effective, and more transferable to new situations.

Due to the reasons mentioned above, this study aims to investigate the use of language learning strate-
gies of 3rd-year English major students of Naresuan University and to find out which learning strategies most
students use to learn English.

This research will be useful for English teachers. In order to achieve the highest success in learning
English, studying learners' language learning strategies is an important way for teachers to know how their

students are learning and how teaching should be adapted to the students’ learning characteristics.

Research Objective
The objective of this study is to investigate the use of language learning strategies of 3rd year English

major students of Naresuan University.

Research Questions
Which language learning strategies are the most and the least used by 3rd year English major students

of Naresuan University?

Definition of Language Learning Strategies

Oxford (1990) describes learning strategies as “the specific actions taken by the learner to make learning
easier, faster, more enjoyable, more self-directed, more effective, and more transferable to new situation.”

According to Oxford (1990), direct learning strategies are a set of mental processes for learning, such
as memory, cognitive and compensation strategies, which influenced and were involved in foreign language
learning directly.

From Oxford and Crookall (1989), memory strategies are defined as the techniques specifically tailored
to help the learner store new information in memory and retrieve it later.

Cognitive strategies are the skills that involve manipulation or transformation of the language in some
direct way, e.g., through reasoning, analysis, note-taking, functional practice in naturalistic settings, formal
practice with structures and sounds, etc. (Oxford & Crookall, 1989).

Indirect learning strategies include metacognitive, affective, and social strategies. Although indirect
learning strategies are not directly involved in language learning, they can support direct learning strategies and

manipulate language learning (Xiao & Lynch, 2017).
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Oxford and Crookall (1989) also defined effective strategies as the techniques like self-reinforcement
and positive self-talk which help learners gain better control over their emotions, attitudes, and motivations related
to language learning.
Social strategies are the actions involving other people in the language learning process. Examples are

questioning, cooperating with peers, and developing empathy (Oxford & Crookall, 1989).

Literature Review

Theoretical Framework of Language Learning Strategies

The term language learning strategy has been defined by many researchers. One of the earliest
researchers in this field, Rubin (1975), described learning strategies as “the techniques or devices which a learner
may use to acquire knowledge”.

Wenden and Rubin (1987) defined learning strategies as "... any sets of operations, steps, plans, routines
used by the learner to facilitate the obtaining, storage, retrieval, and use of information."

Rubin (1987) identified two kinds of learning strategies: those which contribute directly to learning, and
those which contribute indirectly to learning. These are:

1. Learning Strategies contribute directly to the development of the language system constructed by the

learner. They were divided into two main types:

(a) Cognitive Learning Strategies refer to the steps or operations used in learning or problem-solving
that require direct analysis, transformation, or synthesis of learning materials. Rubin identified 6 main
cognitive learning strategies contributing directly to language learning: Clarification / Verification,
Guessing / Inductive Inferencing, Deductive Reasoning, Practice, Memorization, Monitoring.

(b) Metacognitive Learning Strategies are used to oversee, regulate, or self-direct language learning.
They involve various processes as planning, prioritizing, setting goals, and self-management.

2. Communication Strategies focus on the process of participating in a conversation and getting meaning

across or clarifying what the speaker intended. Communication strategies are used by speakers when

faced with some difficulty due to the fact that their communication ends outrun their communication
means or when confronted with misunderstanding by a co-speaker.

3. Social Strategies are those activities learners engage in which afford them opportunities to be exposed
to and practice their knowledge. Although these strategies provide exposure to the target language, they
contribute indirectly to learning since they do not lead directly to the obtaining, storing, retrieving, and using of
language (Wenden and Rubin, 1987).

Oxford (1990) provided a definition of learning strategies as “the specific actions taken by the learner to
make learning easier, faster, more enjoyable, more self-directed, more effective, and more transferable to a

new situation.”
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Oxford’s categorization of language learning strategies included two main types, direct strategies,
and indirect strategies. Direct strategies consist of memory, cognitive, and compensation strategies while indirect
strategies include metacognitive, affective, and social strategies (Oxford, 1990).

Direct strategies involve working with the language itself in a variety of specific tasks and situations,
divided into three categories as follows:

1. Memory strategies relate to how students remember the language in order to store and retrieve new

information.

(a) Creating mental linkages (grouping, associating/elaborating, placing new words into a context)

(b) Applying images and sound (using imagery, semantics mapping, using keywords, representing

sounds in memory)

(c) Reviewing well (structured reviewing)

(d) Employing action (using physical response or sensation, using mechanical techniques)

2. Cognitive strategies relate to how students think about their learning and comprehend and perform

new language by various methods ranging from repeating to analyzing and summarizing.

(a) Practicing (repeating, formally practicing with sounds and writing systems, recognizing and using

formulas and patterns, recombining, practicing naturalistically)

(b) Receiving and sending (getting the idea quickly, using resources for receiving and sending messages)

(c) Analyzing and reasoning (reasoning deductively, analyzing expressions, analyzing contrastively,

translating, transferring)

(d) Creating structure for input and output (taking notes, summarizing, highlighting)

3. Compensation strategies enable students to make up for their limited knowledge and overcome

limitations in target language skills.

(a) Guessing intelligently (using linguistics clues, using other clues)

(b) Overcoming limitation in speaking and writing (switching to the mother tongue, getting help, using
mime or gesture, avoiding communication partially or totally, selecting the topic, adjusting or approximating the
message, coining words, using a circumlocution or synonym)

Indirect strategies are used for general management of learning, including three categories as follows:

1. Metacognitive strategies involve the ways students manage their learning, establish their cognition,

arrange plans and evaluate their progress.

(a) Centering your learning (overviewing and linking with already known material)

(b) Arranging and planning your learning (finding out about language learning, organizing, setting goals

and objectives, identifying the purpose of a language task, planning for a language task, seeking

practice opportunities)

(c) Evaluating your learning (self-monitoring, self-evaluating)
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2. Affective strategies relate to students’ feelings, emotional reactions, and anxiety.

(a) Lowering your anxiety (using progressive relaxation, deep breathing, or meditation, using music,

using laughter)

(b) Encouraging yourself (making positive statements, taking risks wisely, rewarding yourself)

(c) Taking your emotional temperature (listening to your body, using a checklist, writing a language

learning diary, discussing your feelings with someone else)

3. Social strategies involve learning interaction with others.

(a) Asking questions (asking for clarification or verification, asking for correction)

(b) Cooperating with others (cooperating with peers, cooperating with proficient users)

(c) Empathizing with others (developing cultural understanding, becoming aware of others’ thoughts and

feelings)

This study is based on the concept of Oxford (1990) by using a questionnaire designed by Oxford (1989),
the strategy inventory for language learning (SILL) version 7.0. Shmais (2003) stated that it is one of the most
useful instruments for measuring language learners' learning strategies. There are 40-50 studies using SILL for
studying language learning. Moreover, The SILL appears to be the only language learning strategy instrument
that has been checked for reliability and validated in multiple ways (Oxford & Burry-Stock, 1995 as cited in Shmais,
2003). Many previous measures were not adopted for many studies because they lacked reliability and validity
data (Shmais, 2003). For this reason, the strategy inventory for language learning (SILL) version 7.0 was used in

this study to investigate English language learning strategies.

Related Literature

Thai research

Foster, Sriphrom and Nampanya (2012) investigated language learning strategies (LLSs) used by 357
first year students at Rajamangala University of Technology Isan Surin Campus to study the role of the variables
genders and English language proficiency levels on students’ language learning strategies used by using
Oxford’s strategy inventory for language learning (SILL) questionnaire. The findings of the study revealed that all
participants reported a medium frequent use strategy on the SILL.

Arunreung, Wichiranon, Oonwattana (2017) studied the English language learning strategies of 215
second-year students in the faculty of Liberal Arts, Rajamangala University of Technology Phra Nakhon to
compare the learning strategies among gender, three fields of study, and English language achievement. The
study findings revealed that the overall use of English language learning strategies was at the medium level.

Ninpanit (2017) studied the use of LLS among 75 first-year undergraduate students at Valaya Alongkorn
Rajabhat University under the Royal Patronage to compare and contrast the use of LLS between Thai students of

English and English learners from other ASEAN member countries, namely Cambodian and Vietnamese university
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students. The results indicated that the Thai learners’ use of LLS was moderate and that the most preferred
strategies were metacognitive strategies and the least preferred was cognitive strategies.

Nitiwatthana (2016) studied the use of the English language learning strategies of 172 second-year
students of the faculty of Education, Chaiyaphum Rajabhat University to examine the relationships between the
strategies and their genders, programs, and levels of English proficiency. The findings show that these learners,
as a whole, reported medium frequency of use of language learning strategies, regarding their programs and
students’ level of English proficiency.

Sukkrong and Yordchim (2014) explored strategies in learning English of 256 students at Nakhon
Si Thammarat Rajabhat University. The results indicated that all three groups of these students “always” to
“usually” used the strategy of metacognitive. Cognitive strategies and compensation strategies were found that
the high and medium ability groups from “always” to “usually” used these two strategies whereas the low ability
group “usually did not” to “almost never” used them.

Kunasaraphan (2015) identified whether English language learning strategies are commonly used by the
first-year students at International College, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, and explored whether there was
a difference in these students’ use of six direct and indirect English learning strategies between the different levels
of their English proficiency. The questionnaire used as a research instrument was comprised of two parts: General
information of participants and the Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL). The results of the analysis
revealed that English learning strategies commonly used by the first-year students include six direct and indirect
strategies, including differences in strategy use of the students with different levels of English proficiency.

Khamkhien (2011) reported the results of an investigation into language learning strategies commonly
used by Thai and Vietnamese university students, using the Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL)
developed by Oxford (1990) and semi-structured interviews. The finding showed a comparison of the patterns of
language learning strategies used by the two student groups revealed some resemblances and differences,
illustrating what teachers and students should know to successfully teach and learn English, respectively.

Gomaratut (2016) studied the use of foreign language learning strategies of under-graduate students in
Bangkok and surroundings and compare the differences in using the foreign language learning strategies of
undergraduate students. The sample used in the study was 455 fourth-year students studying English, Chinese,
and Japanese majors in the undergraduate level of universities in Bangkok and surroundings. The research
instruments consisted of rating scale questionnaires adapted from Oxford's Strategy Inventory for Language
Learning Version 7.0 with reliability at 9425 and interviews. The results of the study found that the use of foreign
language learning strategies of undergraduate students in English, Chinese, and Japanese majors was at a

moderate level overall and the students in different majors used language learning strategies indifferently.
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Foreign research

Mandasari and Oktaviani (2018) used semi-structured interviews to explore the English language
learning strategies used by management and engineering students of Universitas Teknokrat Indonesia (UTI). They
found that English language learning strategies used by Management and Engineering students are not
significantly different. The result showed that both groups almost use the same strategy in learning English,
affective strategy is the strategy that is mostly used followed by memory strategy.

Other studies related to English language learning strategies were studied by Tam (2013). He
investigated the relationship between gender, second language proficiency, socioeconomic status, and language
learning strategies (LLSs) with 50 first-year university students from the Hong Kong Polytechnic University by
using Oxford’s strategy inventory for language learning (SILL) questionnaire. The major finding was that males
and females had a significant difference in using memory, compensation, cognitive, metacognitive, and social
strategies to learn English, with females using all of these strategies more frequently than males. It was also found
that socioeconomic status would greatly influence local university students’ use of Social Strategies.

Nguyen and Terry (2017) found that there is a larger-scale study on English LLSs among tertiary students
in the context of Vietnam. The findings are of a textual and interpretative nature with emerging themes and issues
related to the attitudes towards and actual use of LLSs among the target learners. The findings provide practical
implications for practitioners, researchers, and educational policymakers alike.

Mega, Santihastuti, and Wahjuningsih (2019) focused on the most frequently used strategy by the
successful and unsuccessful senior high school students and describe the difference of strategy used by them
by using Oxford’s strategy inventory for language learning (SILL) questionnaire. The statistical analysis showed
that metacognitive became the most frequently learning strategy used by successful students on the scale of high
use, while the unsuccessful students were medium users of cognitive strategy. It also indicated successful
learners employed all six categories of strategies in a high frequency than the unsuccessful ones. This makes the
assumption that successful students have the ability to plan clear goals, control, review, and evaluate their
learning rather than unsuccessful students who focus more on the way they think, memorize, summarize, and
repeat the learning.

Fewell (2010) used Oxford’s strategy inventory for language learning (SILL) questionnaire to study
language learning strategy (LLS) utilization by Japanese college EFL students. A comparison of differences in
LLS utilization and English language proficiency levels revealed that the selection of LLS chosen may have been
a critical source in determining language learning success or failure. In most studies comparing English
proficiency and the SILL, a correlation has been found between increased English proficiency and increased LLS
utilization. In this study, the English major group indicated just the opposite. As English proficiency level increased,
LLS utilization decreased. The SILL results of the top 25% of English proficient learners had an average score of
2.9 while the bottom 25% had an average score of 3.5. In each separate category, the SILL score of the bottom

group was higher than the top group.
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In summary, the language learning strategies have been studied by many researchers, but in several
previous studies, it did not seem to be conclusive that the varieties of language learning strategies (such as
participants' differences in gender, education, faculty, and age, etc.) were significant in their use of language
learning strategies. However, it can be said that each learner used different English learning strategies, which
means that learners with a high level of English ability can use language-learning strategies more often and more
efficiently than those who have a low level of English ability. The researcher aims to study the use of English
learning strategies of the 3rd year students of Naresuan University, which is the language learning strategy most
students use in learning English. This study should help English language teachers understand their students’

language learning strategies and help them develop English language skills more efficiently.

Research Methodology

Participants

Purposive sampling was used to recruit the participants of the study. The participants were 50 third-year
English major students of the faculty of Humanities at Naresuan University.

Research Instrument

The instrument used to explore language learning strategies was the Strategy Inventory for Language
Learning (SILL) Version 7.0 (Oxford, 1989), which was a 50-item questionnaire. In this study, the researcher
selected to study 4 strategies, which were memory strategies, cognitive strategies, effective strategies, and social
strategies with a total of 35 items out of 50. The 35 items were divided as follows:

Part A = Memory strategies (9 items)

Part B = Cognitive strategies (14 items)

Part C = Affective strategies (6 items)

Part D = Social strategies (6 items)

The question form was open-ended and contained explanations for answering questions. Frequency
rates for using various strategies were divided into 5 levels as follows:

1. Never or almost never true of me

2. Usually not true of me

3. Somewhat true of me

4. Usually true of me

5. Always or almost always true of me

Data Collection and Analysis
The data were collected in (205354) Trends and Topics in English Literature classes on August 10, 2020.
As coordinating with the instructor, the questionnaires were distributed to 50 third-year English major students in

the class. The obtained data were analyzed to find percentages, mean, and standard deviation. Determining the
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frequency of the strategies by using the mean scores in each group strategy, the ranges of the frequency of the
strategy used (Oxford, R., 1990) as follows:

1.0 - 2.49 = Low Strategy Use

2.50 - 3.49 = Medium Strategy Use

3.50 - 5.00 = High Strategy Use

Research Findings
Symbols used in data analysis and data analysis

Symbols and characters used in the analysis of the data for convenience and understanding in the

interpretation are as follows:

N = Number of participants
X = Mean score
S.D. = Standard deviation

The frequency of the strategies was determined by using the mean scores in each group strategy, the
ranges of the frequency of the strategy use (Oxford, R., 1990) as follows:

1.0 - 2.49 = Low Strategy Use

2.50 - 3.49 = Medium Strategy Use

3.50 - 5.00 = High Strategy Use

Research Findings

Oxford’s categorization of language learning strategies included two main types: direct strategies and
indirect strategies. In this study, the language learning strategies were selected to study related to 4 strategies,
which are memory strategies (9 items), cognitive strategies (14 items), affective strategies (6 items), and social

strategies (6 items) with a total of 35 items out of 50. The results of the analysis are presented as follows.

Table 1: Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL): Memory strategies

Ranges of the
Items Statements X S.D.
frequency
1 | think of relationships between what | already know and new
3.62 0.90 High
things I learn in English.
2 | use new English words in a sentence so | can remember
3.62 0.92 High
them.
3 | connect the sound of a new English word and an image or
) 3.52 1.01 High
picture of the word to help me remember the word.
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Ranges of the
ltems Statements X S.D.
frequency
4 | remember a new English word by making a mental picture
L . . 3.64 0.85 High
of a situation in which the word might be used.
5 | use rhymes to remember new English words. 2.98 0.96 Medium
6 | use flashcards to remember new English words. 2.96 1.12 Medium
7 | physically act out new English words. 3.06 0.71 Medium
8 | review English lessons often. 3.06 0.91 Medium
9 | remember new English words or phrases by remembering
their location on the page, on the board, or on a street sign. 3.42 0.91 Medium
Total 3.32 0.92 Medium

Table 1 shows that the use of memory strategies is medium (considering the total mean score) (X = 3.32).

The top 3 memory strategies were “I remember a new English word by making a mental picture of a situation in which

the word might be used.” (f = 3.64, S.D. = 0.85), “I think of relationships between what | already know and new

things | learn in English.” (X = 3.62, S.D. = 0.90), and “I use new English words in a sentence so | can remember

them.” (X = 3.62, S.D. = 0.92).

Table 2: Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL): Cognitive strategies

B Ranges of the
Items Statements X S.D.
frequency
10 | say or write new English words several times. 3.22 0.97 Medium
1" | try to talk like native English speakers. 3.62 1.12 High
12 | practice the sounds of English. 3.88 0.96 High
13 | use the English words | know in different ways. 3.34 0.89 Medium
14 | start conversations in English. 3.06 0.82 Medium
15 | watch SL language TV shows spoken in English or go to
3.54 0.95 High
movies spoken in English.
16 | read for pleasure in English. 3.50 0.79 High
17 | write notes, messages, letters, or reports in English. 3.36 0.88 Medium
18 | first skim an English passage (read over the passage
3.46 0.95 Medium
quickly) then go back and read carefully.
19 I look for words in my own language that are similar to new
3.46 0.91 Medium
words in English.
20 | try to find patterns in the English. 3.48 0.89 Medium
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Ranges of the
ltems Statements X S.D.
frequency

21 | find the meaning of an English word by dividing it into parts

3.58 0.93 High

that | understand.

22 | try not to translate word for word. 3.18 1.06 Medium
23 I make summaries of information that | hear or read in English. )

3.18 1.02 Medium

Total 3.42 0.94 Medium

Table 2 shows that the use of cognitive strategies is medium (considering the total mean score) (X =3.42).

The top 3 cognitive strategies were “| practice the sounds of English.” (X =3.88,S.D. = 0.96), “I try to talk like native

English speakers.” (X =3.62,S.D. = 1.12), and “l find the meaning of an English word by dividing it into parts that |

understand.” (X = 3.58, S.D. = 0.93).

Table 3: Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL): Affective strategies

Ranges of the
ltems Statements X S.D.
frequency
24 | try to relax whenever | feel afraid of using English. 3.60 0.76 High
25 | encourage myself to speak English even when | am afraid of
3.62 0.84 High
making a mistake.
26 | give myself a reward or treat when | do well in English. 3.14 1.05 Medium
27 | notice if | am tense or nervous when | am studying or using
3.32 0.84 Medium
English.
28 | write down my feelings in a language learning dairy. 2.54 1.13 Medium
29 | talk to someone else about how | feel when | am learning
3.10 1.05 Medium
English.
Total 3.20 0.95 Medium

Table 3 shows that the use of affective strategies is medium (considering the total mean score) (X = 3.20).
The top 3 affective strategies were “| try to relax whenever | feel afraid of using English.” (X = 3.60, S.D. = 0.76),
“| encourage myself to speak English even when | am afraid of making a mistake.” (X = 3.52, S.D. = 0.84), and

“| notice if | am tense or nervous when | am studying or using English.” (X = 3.32, S.D. = 0.84).
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Table 4: Strategy Inventory for Language Learning (SILL): Social strategies

Ranges of the
ltems Statements X S.D.
frequency
30 If I do not understand something in English, | ask the other
3.44 0.99 Medium
person to slow down or say it again.
31 | ask English speakers to correct me when | talk. 3.28 0.95 Medium
32 | practice English with other students. 3.30 0.97 Medium
33 | ask for help from English speakers. 3.22 1.06 Medium
34 | ask questions in English. 3.10 0.86 Medium
35 | try to learn about the culture of English speakers. 3.52 1.05 High
Total 3.31 0.98 Medium

Table 4 shows that the use of social strategies is medium (considering the total mean score) (X = 3.31).
The top 3 social strategies were “| try to learn about the culture of English speakers.” (X = 3.52, S.D. = 1.05),
“If I do not understand something in English, | ask the other person to slow down or say it again.” (X = 3.44,

S.D. = 0.99), and “I practice English with other students.” (X =3.30, S.D. = 0.97).

Table 5: Overall Statistics for Students' Strategy Use (N = 50)

Strategies X S.D. Rank Ranges of the frequency
Cognitive strategies 3.42 0.94 1 Medium
Memory strategies 3.32 0.92 2 Medium
Social strategies 3.31 0.98 3 Medium
Affective strategies 3.20 0.95 4 Medium
Overall strategies 3.31 0.95 - Medium

Table 5 presents the rank ordering of the strategy according to frequency use. The descriptive statistics
for the overall strategy use (X = 3.31, S.D. = 0.95) show that the participants are considered as medium strategy
users. The data show that the participants are classified as medium frequency users of each of the four-categories
of strategy with mean strategy with mean statistics ranging between = 2.50 - 3.49. Cognitive strategies are the
most frequently used (X = 3.42, S.D. = 0.94), followed by memory strategies (X = 3.32, S.D. = 0.92), social

strategies (X = 3.31, S.D. = 0.95) and affective strategies are the least frequently used (X = 3.20, S.D. = 0.95).
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Conclusion and Discussion

According to the research findings, it can be concluded that the participants are classified as medium-
frequency users of each strategy. The results of this study are similar to previous studies: Nitiwattana (2016);
Ninpanit (2017); Arunreung, Wichiranon & Oonwattana (2017); Gomaratut (2016); and Foster, Sriphrom &
Nampanya (2016); Phonhan (2016); Khamkhien (2011). However, when considering each strategy, there are
differences in the ranks of the learning strategies.

The research findings show that the majority of the questionnaire participants used cognitive strategies, and
they are considered medium strategy users. The results of the study are similar to Gomaratut (2016). This study inves-
tigated the use of foreign language learning strategies of 455 undergraduate students from eight universities. From all
the items in the SILL under memory strategies, “I practice the sounds of English.” was the most frequently used, and
followed by “I try to talk like native English speakers.” It seems that cognitive strategies were more related to students'
language learing than other strategies. Moreover, Gomaratut (2016) discussed the relationship between academic
performance and the use of learning strategies, and she stated that the use of cognitive strategies of students in the
English major was more associated with academic performance than other strategies. On the other hand, the findings
of this research were different from Nitiwattana (2016) and Arunreung, Wichiranon & Oonwattana (2017). When
considering each strategy, the cognitive strategies were the least frequently used and ranked last.

In terms of memory strategies, participants are also considered medium strategy users. The results are similar
to the findings of Nitiwattana (2016), Ninpanit (2017), and Gomaratut (2016). Gomaratut reported that the ranking order
of memory strategies came after cognitive strategies. From all the items in the SILL under memory strategies,
“I remember a new English word by making a mental picture of a situation in which the word might be used.” was the
most frequently used. She pointed out that learners of language that require a lot of memorization, such as Japanese
major students, use more memory strategies than those of English major students. (Gomaratut, 2016). However, in the
Khamkhien (2011) and Phonhan (2016) study results, the memory strategies were last ranked.

For social strategies, participants were classified as medium-frequency users. This finding has a similar
aspect to Foster, Sriphrom & Nampanya (2016), Ninpanit (2017), and Gomaratut (2016). As can be seen from
Gomaratut's (2016) study, “I try to learn about the culture of English speakers.” was the most frequently used item
in the SILL under social strategies. However, In Khamkhien’s study reported the different usage between Thai and
Vietnamese students. For Thai students, this category ranked fourth, while it was second for Vietnamese students.
He pointed out that Thai students lack the opportunity to use or interact in English outside the classroom or attend
events in which English is primarily used as a means of communication. In addition, it may be said that a majority
of Thai students are shy to speak English with other people (Khamkhien, 2011).

According to the research results, it can be seen that effective strategies were the least frequently used.
The results were similar to the findings of Gomaratut (2016) and Tam (2013). From this result, Gomaratut (2016)
assumed that it may cause those affective strategies to be less related to students' English learning than other

strategies. In contrast, the findings of this study were different from Mandasari & Oktaviani (2018) and Phonhan
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(2016). Phonhan (2016) reported that this category ranked second out of 6-category. It can be said that the
learning strategies employed by the students are different because of several characteristics of participants.

In short, this study can be concluded that the participants are classified as medium frequency users of
each strategy. The overall findings of the study are similar to the many previous studies (Nitiwattana, 2016;
Ninpanit, 2017; Arunreung, Wichiranon & Oonwattana, 2017; Gomaratut,2016; and Foster, Sriphrom & Nampanya,
2016; Phonhan, 2016; Khamkhien, 2011). However, when considering each strategy, there are differences in the
ranks of the learning strategies. As can be seen from the findings of this study, cognitive strategies were the most
frequently used, followed by memory strategies, social strategies, and effective strategies are the least frequently
used. Phonhan (2016) stated that the learning strategies employed by the students are different because of

several characteristics of participants.

Further Research
1. Researchers should collaborate with teachers from other courses or universities to collect data for a
larger population.
2. The data of different genders, language proficiency, field of study, etc. should be compared to find the
differences in using language learning strategies for future study.

3. Interview should be used to collect research data to understand more about language learning strategies.
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Abstract

English verbs have many forms. One of them is modal verbs which must accompany a main verb. They
do not change form or inflect for tense and person. From past to present, a number of studies have been done
to examine how EFL/ESL learners deal with English modal verbs. This study investigates the understanding in
underlying meaning of English modality from Thai EFL leaners. Fifty third-year English major participants from the
Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University took a test to examine nine modal verbs: will, would, shall, should,
can, could, may, might, and must. The focus was on five major functions, namely requesting, offering, possibility,
ability, and suggesting/advising. The findings revealed that the participants had a moderate percentage in the
overall performance on the nine modal verbs.

Keywords: EFL, English modality, English modal verbs

Background / Rationale of the Research

English modal verbs are one of the daily grammatical usages and daily communication skill
( Torabiardakani, Khojasteh, and Shokrpour, 2015). They are used to indicate modality: ability, permission,
request, suggestion, order, possibility, and the like. Used to make the writer's claims more or less tentative, English
modal verbs are very different from other verbs in that they cannot be followed by gerund, prepositions, present
and past participles. In other words, modal verbs usually accompany a main verb, and do not change form or
inflect for tense and person. Below are five major functions of modal verbs.

1. Requesting

To make requests is a part of social use. Modal verbs serve this function as well. Celce-Murcia & Larsen-
Freeman (2015) posit that there are two types of request. One is a request of a general nature, as in:

Will/Would/Can/Could + you help me with this math problem? (p.144)
The other is a specific request for permission, as in:

May/Might/Can/Could + | leave the room now? (p.144)
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2. Offering permission

To ask or give permission in the form of questions does not appear in published academic writing.
However, academic correspondence such as e-mails and proposals expresses a form of question (Writing
Center). ‘May’ is regarded as the most polite and formal form (DeCapua, 2017). ‘Can’ refer to ability, but nowadays
people gradually use it to show a sense of permission. Here are two examples of offering permission: You can
go now, you may go now.

3. Possibility

May, might, could express possibility and probability. For example, we may/might/could go to Venice
next year (DeCapua, 2017). The Writing Center at University of North Carolina, at Chapel Hill suggest a scale of
possibility. The stronger the modal, the stronger the possibility. ‘Must’ is the strongest logical possibility or the
most probable (but still not guaranteed). Below is a scale of possibility from the lowest possibility on the right to

the highest possibility on the right.

Might could can may should would will must

v

Low High

4. Ability

DeCapua (2017) claims that ‘can’ and ‘could’ are one of the first modals that EFL learn. ‘Can’ expresses
either present or future ability, specifically physical ability. For example, Tom is very strong. He can lift that heavy
box. ‘Could’ is a past form of ‘can’ in the sense of ability. Regarded as a polite form not a past form, ‘could’ is
used in asking for permission or in making a request. For instance, could you give a me hand?

5. Suggesting and advising

Azar (1998) posits that ‘could’ and ‘should’ can be employed to make a suggestion. However, Celce-

Murcia & Larsen-Freeman (2015) provide more details based on the speaker’s degree of authority.

You must see a doctor. high degree of authority
You should/ought to see a doctor.

You might/could see a doctor low degree of authority  (p. 145)

There are many studies related to the modal verb in various ways. Some scholars examine the utterances
as appropriate use of English modal by being more euphemistic and politer, together with strengthen the mood
by being more authoritative and imperative (Leech, 1983). Besides, differences between first (L1) and second
languages (L2) may produce interference problems of English modality use for L2 learners. Similarities in L1 and
L2, on the other hand, probably contribute to the facilitation of language learning (Corder, 1981).

The significant meaning of modality creates issues for Thai EFL learners in communication, conversation,

reading, and writing. The distinction of each modal verb is conveyed and learned complicatedly. Each modal
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verb carries nuanced meaning to a listener/ reader; besides, it enables misconception and misapplication of a
modality. Taking this fact into consideration, this study aims to investigate the distinction of English modality by
Thai L2 learners of English. Additionally, there was a few studies on English modality used by university
participants in English major in Thailand. Thus, this study can fill the gap and bring awareness to not only

teachers, but also students.

Research Objective

To examine Thai learners’ abilities in using English modality.

Research Question

To what extent are Thai learners able to use English modality?

Significance of the Study
The research results reflect how much participants understand the underlying meaning of English modal
verbs. In additional, this study could bring awareness on the problem of the underlying meaning of English modal

verbs. This might lead to the teachers to develop their teaching by emphasizing how to use modal verbs correctly.

Review of Related Literature

Modality is one of the EFL learning English issues. EFL learners are confused the shades of modality
meaning by their mother tongue since each English modal comprise more than one meaning. Modals are special
verbs which behave irregularly in English. They not only are different from normal verbs but also provide additional
information semantic connotations and communicative functions of the main verb that follows it such as
permission, ability, obligation, prohibition, lack of necessity, advice, possibility, and probability. Having a great
variety of communicative functions, modal verbs are followed by an infinitive without “to” and combined with “not”
in negative sentences. Normally, the question form begins with modal verbs and reply by yes/no answer
(Cavendish, 2005, p.42-74). Cook (1978) posits that the problem lies not in the surface positioning of modals nor
in their wide range of meanings, but in associating the right modal with the right meaning. Moreover, English
modalities could be a problem of learners who learns English as a foreign or second language.

Jabbari and Sedghi (2015) examined the acquisition of modal auxiliaries in appropriate contexts among
the essential aspects of L2 acquisition for investigating the acquisition of English simple and perfect modal
auxiliary verbs by adult Persian EFL learners. The participants were divided into two groups: intermediate (n=30)
and advanced (n=30). They were asked to do the modal verb test. It was found that the participants could not
distinguish the nuanced meaning of the modal verbs by the obstacles of L1 transference. The participants of both
groups had an acceptable performance in epistemic contexts and primary application of modal auxiliaries.

Yangklang (2012) investigated the proficiency in modality use by 69 sophomores in the Faculty of
Management Science, Silpakorn University. Data gained from the questionnaire responses. Results showed that

some of the participants were able to discriminate the deontic modal statements from the epistemic modal



Dokkaew Paritat: Journal of Humanities, Naresuan University 219819manLALEALT NunanendeuisFas U9 1 atiud 2 | 93

statements but most of them did not know that the modal statements with aspect markers. A certain modal
statement is OK or NOT in felicitous and infelicitous contexts.

Dutra (1998) found that the current textbooks in Florida, USA were not suited to participants and the
participants did not fully understand the nuanced meaning of the modal verbs. They were not to know the proper
meaning of various kinds of the verbs that can indicate its root. The common meanings of root modality are a
necessity, obligation, and advisability; they are too complicated. Dutra’s study suggests simplifying such
difficulties. The participants partook in several data collection process. The results clearly showed that the non-
native speakers form-function mappings differed from the native speaker’s usage. These new grammars seem to
have different starting points depending on learner’s L1. Some textbooks suggest that how to conceptualize
participants about the use of root modalities by showing them how to use the structures in real life. Showing
learners which concepts of root modality that the native speakers uses may help them understand better and
more correctly.

Saeed (2009) found that the overall performance of the subjects in the study was quite low. The
researcher used questionnaire to collect the data. There were 50 English major university participants who had
studied English for 12-14 years and had scored 500 or more on the TOEFL as participants. The average
percentage of correct responses in the recognition part is 64% against 49% in the production part.

Al-Qudah and Yasin (2016) investigated the acquisition of English modality among Arab learners of
English as a foreign language. They analyzed the productive use in the written text of 26 fourth-year participants
majoring in Applied English at the University of Jordan; furthermore, the participants were asked to translate the
given sentences into their native language to investigate the effect of the native language on the perception of
modality. The results show that the participants cannot understand the underlying meaning of English modality
and also cannot discriminate the nuanced meaning of English modality correctly.

Torabiardakani, Khojasteh, and Shokrpour (2015) examined the ways in which advanced adult EFL
Iranian participants of English used modal auxiliaries focusing specially on nine modals’ semantic functions. They
analyzed 136 compositions written by 136 advanced adult EFL Iranian participants of English. The findings
showed that the participants did not use the English modal verbs in the proper context and could not distinguish
the meaning correctly.

These studies above explore in two ways: quantitative and qualitative aspects. They aim to investigate
the problem of English modal verbs use among the EFL leaners. The result of Jabbari and Sedghi (2015) shows
that the EFL learners could not fully distinguish all shade meanings of English modal verbs; moreover, the
proficiency of the participants was not affected to their performances but their L1 structure had an impact on their
performances the most, which is compatible with Saeed (2009) and Yangklang (2012)’s studies. In terms of
qualitative studies, some previous studies analyzed the written tasks to explain the problematic English modality
usage. They found that the participants did not understand the underlying meaning of English modality and could

not use suitable English modal verb in the proper context meaning (Torabiardakani, Khojasteh, & Shokrpour 2015;
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Al-Qudah and Yasin, 2016, and Dutra, 1998). Moreover, a few studies explored the understanding of underlying
of English modal verbs by English major or advanced English major student whose performance should be
impressive. But the results revealed quite high flaw (Saeed, 2009; Al-Qudah & Yasin, 2016; Al-Qudah & Yasin,
2016).

According to the research mentioned above, all of these studies examine participants’ understanding of
English modalities through test, questionnaire, and data analysis. The results showed that the overall performance
of the subjects was quite poor. There are a few research studies related to the modality use by the Thai English-
major participants in comparison by using the test in Thailand. Therefore, there is some room to expand in

modality use by Thai learners.

Research Methodology

This part covers participants, instrumentation, data collection procedure, and data analysis.

Participants

The test was collected from 50 third-year English-major participants at the Faculty of Humanities,
Naresuan University who took the Intensive English Grammar Course (205101.

Instrumentation

The modality test was employed to measure and evaluate the participants’ understanding in the
underlying meaning of English modality. Designed to cover all English modality and all major shades of meaning
of English modality, the test was checked by an English instructor. Before employed with the target group, it was
tested by 26 participants in English major, Faculty of Education, Naresuan University as a trial test which consisted
of 60 items. After the pilot test, 15 items were removed since the item of difficulty was not between 0.2-0.8 and
the item of discrimination was not more than 0.2. Finally, the test contained 45 items to measure and evaluate the
understanding the underlying of English modal verbs. The test comprised of English modalities, namely can,
could, shall, should, will, would, may, might, and must. In addition, the focus was placed on five functions:

requesting, offering, possibility, ability, and suggesting/advising.

Table 1: Model verb items and their five functions in 45 items on the test

No Function Can Could Shall Should Will Would May Might Must
1 Requesting 44 1 17, 35,

36

2 Offering 7,32 25 3 21, 23,
Permission 27

3 Possibility 28,29 4,39 22,24, | 10,11, | 16, 20,
26 12,15, | 30, 33,

38,43 34
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No Function Can Could Shall Should Will Would May Might Must
4 Ability 8 5, 31, 2,40
42
5 Suggesting 6 9,13, 45
/Advising 14, 18,
19, 37,
41

Data Collection

The procedure of data collection began when the researcher asked for a permission from the lecturer of
the class to conduct the study. Then, the test was distributed to the participants. Next, the researcher explained
the purposes and the directions of the study in Thai (their mother tongue) to ensure that the participants
understood what they were expected to do. Later, the participants spent sixty minutes completing the test in the

same room at the same time. Finally, the researcher collected the test for further analysis.

Data Analysis

The participants’ responses were inspected and each correct answer in the test gained 1 point, and
wrong responses gained 0 point. The percentage of the participants’ responses were calculated to individual
uses of modals in the test by using the statistical analysis software, Microsoft Excel; moreover, the results were

presented through percentage, mean, maximum, and minimum scores.

Results and Discussion
The following part answers the major research question—-To what extent are Thai learners able to use

English modality?

Table 2: Rank of the difficulty of modality function use

No Function No. of Token No. of Correct Answer % Difficult

1 Requesting 250 134 53.6

2 Possibility 900 522 58

3 Ability 300 183 61

4 Suggesting/Advising 450 310 68.8

5 Offering/Permission 350 285 81.4 v
Average 450 286.8 64.5 Easy

Noted: High percentages of correct answer refer to how easy it was and low percentages mean how difficult it was for the participants

to use each function of modality.

The findings, as shown in Table 2, show that the participants have a significant troublesome conception

in the appropriate usage functions of modal verbs. The average correct answer of the whole functions is 64.5%.
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The rank of the difficulty of each modality function use from the most difficult to the least difficult is requesting
(53.6%), possibility (58%), ability (61%), suggesting/advising (81.4%), and offering/permission (81.4). The
percentage of using modal verb functions correctly in requesting, possibility, and ability are lower than the

average percentage of using all modal verb functions correctly.

Table 3: Percentages of correct modal verb use ranked from the lowest to the highest (Individual Modal Verbs)

Rank of Difficulty Modals No. of Token No. of Correct Answer %
1 (the most difficult one) Shall 150 59 39.3
2 Could 250 124 49.6
3 Must 400 224 56
4 May 300 178 59.3
5 Might 300 182 60.6
6 Should 350 251 7.7
7 Would 200 148 74
8 Can 150 133 88.6
9 (the easiest one) Will 150 135 90
Average 250 159.3 65.4

Noted: High percentage of correct answer refers to how easy it is and low percentage means how difficult it is for participants to use

each modal verb.

Table 3 shows the rank of the difficulty of each modality use through a percentage of the correct answer.
The average percentage of correct answers is 65.4% . The order of the most difficult to the least difficult modal
verb are shall (39.3%), could (49.6%), must (56%), may (59.3%), might (60.6%), should (71.7%), would (74%),
can (88.6%) and will (90%) respectively. The percentages of correct modal verb use of five out of nine modal
verbs; shall, could, must, may and might are lower than the average percentage of using all modal verbs correctly.

The results of the individual modality usages are discussed below.

Shall

The most difficult modality use is shall (39.3%). It might be explained that shall is the most difficult
modality use because of the uncommon use in daily life. “In fact, shall occurs nowadays only in a few restricted
linguistic contexts. In virtually all of these contexts that shall could be replaced by a different modal verb or other
verbal construction.” Leech (2004, p.74). The findings of the study support Leech’s (2004) statement. Additionally,
nowadays, people rarely use shall and they tend to use another similar modal verb such as will in any virtual
conversations, Leech (2004, p.74).

The test used in this study has three questions related to the use of shall. One of the examples is shown

below.
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Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
28 We no longer suffer the injustice of oppression. shall may 13 26%
shall 8 16%
must 29 58%

The most appropriate answer of this question is shall but the participants chose shall only 8 persons or
only 16%. While must receives 29 persons or 58% as the most selected answer; moreover, 13 persons or 26%
chose may. Certainly, may and must are incorrect answers because the meaning of this situation refers to a sense

of possibility in the future action.

Could

Could receives the second place (49.6%) in the rank of difficulty (modality). The ambiguity of tense
would be the reason that makes could hold the second position of the rank of difficulty of modality use. Could
usually overlap its meaning with can, especially when it refers to ability (Murphy, 2004, p.54). There are five

situations which convey three meanings to describe the understanding of could as the following examples.

First of all, Item 31 clearly expresses the meaning of ability that does not seem to be problematic. The
participants are supposed to answer could because this situation happens in the past. On the other hand, 24 of
them chose can the most (48%), 15 of them selected could (30%) and 11 of them marked might (22%). It is
surprising that they chose the wrong answer in spite of having a clear signal about tense in the subordinate clause.
In the first situation, participants might be confused with using can and could in the proper tense. Consider the

following example:

Table 5: Sample item 31

Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
31 Susan not hear the speaker because the crowd could can 24 48%
was cheering so loudly. might " 22%
could 15 30%

Table 6 reveals that suggesting/advising meaning and the best answer is could. The most reply is
should (33 participants, 66%), follows by could (12 participants, 24%) and the third is must (5 participants, 10%).
It seems that the participants understood the meaning of the situation that is suggesting/advising but they are
confused with the modal verbs use. The possible choices are should and could which convey suggesting/advising

meaning but both terms have a nuanced meaning. That is, should provides a stronger meaning than coul/d and
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it is not suitable for this situation. Why is should not a good choice? There is a clue in the first sentence The book

is optional’. Although should looks apt on the surface, it is not as appropriate as could.

Table 6: Sample item 6

23813AenLAALSYiAY NunAnandeuieans T7 1 atiud 2

Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
6 The book is optional. My professor said we read it could should 33 66%
if we needed extra credit. But we don’t have to read it if we could 12 24%
don’t want to. must 5 10%

Opting could reflects the problem of choosing modal in the right meaning and appropriate situation.
The findings are consistency with Torabiardakani, Khojasteh, and Shokrpour (2015) and Saeed (2009) in that the
participants tend to use could incorrectly in the meaning of ability and possibility. However, the findings are in
compatible with other studies, namely the use of could in in spoken and written British English Corpus (Kennedy,
2002), the British component of the International Corpus of English (ICE-GB) and British English corpus (Romer,
2004). The participants are unaware of the modal property that differentiates between similar modal verbs in any
similar situations; moreover, they should use less sense and pay more attention to the possibility of truth, grammar

and suitability.

Should and Must

Must reveals possibility and requesting meaning on the current test. It gains 56% on the rank of
difficulty as the third position. On the other hand, ‘should’ ranks the sixth position on the rank of difficulty. Although
their position is quite far, their meaning is quite similar and overlap to each other.

In general, "must" is a modal verb most commonly used to express certainty; it can also be used to
express necessity or strong recommendation. However, native speakers prefer the more flexible form "have to."
"Must not" can be used to prohibit actions, but this sounds very severe; speakers prefer to use softer modal verbs
such as "should not" or "ought not" to dissuade rather than prohibit.

Should has the same kind of meaning as must, except that | expresses not confidence, but rather
lack of full confidence, in the fulfillment of the happening described by the main verb (Meaning and the English
Verb, p.100). Must has the overlapping meaning with should in the situation of negative recommendation form. In

our test convey two meanings in eight situations that will be discussed some in the following examples:
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Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %

Answer Student

33 I've redone this math problem at least twenty times, but my must can 8 16%

answer is wrong according to the answer key. The answer should 4 8%

in the book be wrong. must 38 76%

34 You be kidding! That can’t be true. must will 7 14%

should 8 16%

must 35 70%

According to Table 7, the participants are able to differentiate between should and must. In item 33

must gets 76 % and should gets 8%. Like item 34, must gets 70 % and should gets 16%. Next, consider should

in the following example:

Table 8: Sample items 14 & 18

him for the position.

Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
14 New research suggests that exercise can reduce the should might 1 2%
chance of heart disease as well as cancer. That's why | should 41 82%
told my father that he start walking once a day. must 8 16%
18 At first, my boss didn’t want to hire Sam. But because | should might 6 12%
had previously worked with Sam, | told my boss that he should 37 74%
take another look at his resume and reconsider
must 7 14%

must gets 16%. Likewise, in item 18, should gets 74 % and must gets 14%. It can be said that should does not

In should, the participants can identify the use of should as in Table 8. In item 14 should gets 82% and

seem to be the problem.

The problem emerged in the modal verbs must and might as in Table 11.

Table 9: Sample item 20

Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
20 | would love to go on the cruise to Tahiti with Robin and must might 27 54%
Michelle. But such a luxurious trip cost a fortune. should 3 6%
| doubt | could afford something like that. must 20 40%
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Must is the best answer; moreover, it receives quite a high percentage (40%, 20 people). Although it
has quite a high percentage, it is still below the highest percentage of might (27 people, 54%). The participants
are expected to answer must since the core meaning of the whole situation tends to reply must. However, scores
on might and must are so different. Should also reflects some difficulty for them. So, let's focus on the item of

should below:

Table 10: Sample item 37

Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
37 Terry and Frank said they would come over right after should would 21 42%
work, so they be here by 6.00. should 27 54%
can 2 1%

In Table 12, would gains 42% while should gains 54%. They do not correspond to one another in the
sense of suggestion. Nonetheless, in the sense of desire, they seem to share the same meaning. In item 37, the
meaning of this situation fits the sense of suggestion. So, should is the most appropriate answer when compared
to the other two choices. should and must are one of the most confusing modal verbs in the function of
recommendation and confidence in that should usually expresses a sense of softer confidence than must, which
holds a stronger confidence and prohibition. The participants clearly understand the function of obligation; this is
congruent with a study from Leech et al. (2009) in taking the sense of obligation/advice as a monosemous in
modern English. The finding also correspond to a study from Torabiardakani, Khojasteh, and Shokrpour (2015)
which claim that should is mainly understood as obligation/advice. In case of must, it has the same meaning of
obligation but it reveals a stronger meaning of necessity. Our finding is very close to those in Torabiardakani,
Khojasteh, and Shokrpour (2015). But it goes against the studies of Biber et al. (1999), Leech et al. (2009), and

Saeed (2009) in that must is not a difficult modal verb use.

May and Might

Both of them are on the fourth (59.3%) and fifth (60.6%) position in the rank of difficulty; they are ranked
under the average percentage (65.4%). Though both of them are under the average percentage, they are still
slightly above 50%. The meaning of possibility can be applied to both verbs; moreover, may is conveyed a sense
of offering permission and it is overlapping to other modal verbs such as can, will and would particularly in terms

of inference. Consider Table 11.
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Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
23 | try a little of your Black Forest cake? It looks may may 36 2%
absolutely delicious — | have got to taste it! shall 14 28%
must 0 0%

In item 23, the best answer is may (72%). The participants might be confused with a modal verb shall
(28%) with the meaning and the use of them. Shall and may can be employed in the offering permission situations
as well. Nonetheless, there is some slight difference between shall and may. In other words, if you “shall” do
something, that means you must do it the way the statute says; you have no options or discretion. If you “may”
do something, it is an option, but there could be other options. (www.bakkenorman.com, Shall vs. May). In short,

the most appropriate answer is may.

Table 12: Sample item 10

Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
10 Debbie said she was really busy this week, but | think she might might 36 72%
show up at the party if she doesn’t have to work should 7 14%
overtime on Friday. must . 149%
26 I’'m not really sure if Susan is going to go snowboarding with may may 27 54%
us or not. She decide to stay here and study for would 5 10%
her Japanese final. She has got to get a good score on the
test if she wants to qualify to study abroad in Tokyo next can 18 36%
semester.

Both items 10 and 26 are clearly conveyed a sense of possibility. In item 10, might gains 72%, should
and must share the same percentage (7%). In item 26 may, can, and would receive 54%, 36%, and 10%,
respectively. In short, the most appropriate answer is may that we can also replace might in the same meaning
as in item 23. Based on their answers, the participants understand the meaning of modal verbs. Indeed, may and
might carry the function of possibility and offering permission. Their responses support the findings that

participants cannot figure out the underlying meaning in both of them that much.

Would

The seventh position in the rank of difficulty is would with 74%. It reflects that participants quite
understand the shade of meaning. But there is some misunderstanding of the overlapping meaning with will. See

Table 13 for more information.
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Table 13: Sample item 40

Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
40 | haven't decided yet. Is there anything you would will 25 50%
recommend? should 2 4%
would 23 46%

The use of will instead of would in this instance is not very appropriate because this situation is
expressed politely and this modal verb conveys the meaning of ability in the restaurant context. In this case,
participants are confused with the sense that will can replace would because would should be used in the past

events not the present ones. The result of would in this study corresponded to Saeed (2009).

Can
The difficulty of can ranks in the eighth position with the high score of 88.6% and it gets over the average

percentage. In the test, can is used to indicate the function of offering permission and ability, as in Table 14.

Table 14: Sample items 7 & 8

Correct No. of
No. Question Choices %
Answer Student
7 Ned: | borrow your lighter for a minute? can can 50 100%
Stephen: Sure, no problem. might 0 0%
should 0 0%
8 | believe she said that to Megan! She insulted can't can't 41 82%
her cooking in front of everyone at the party last night. shouldn't 7 14%
mustn't 2 4%

As you see in item 7, the most selected answer is can (100%). It means participants clearly understand
the meaning of ability. By the same token, the participants did well in item 8 with the function of ability. Can is
supposed to be the easiest modality since it is used widely in the meaning of ability and possibility (Seaton,
Grammar a Course for participants, 2009, p.100). The result of can is compatible with Saeed (2009) in the
production part and recognition part. Moreover, the findings agree with Biber et al. (1999) and Kennedy (2002) in

that ‘can’ widely involves ability and possibility in spoken and written English.

Will
The modal will reveals the easiest performance in the lowest rank of difficulty (90%). In other words,

Will is the easiest modality use. Although it gets 90%, the remaining 10% should be taken into consideration.
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Correct No. of

No. Question Choices %
Answer Student

3 Can’t you do your homework? Don’t worry, | will must 0 0%

come and help. may 1 2%

will 49 98%

4 We go fishing at the weekend if the weather is will will 42 84%

good. would 5 10%

should 3 6%

These examples illustrate the extent to which will can represent the meaning of offering permission
and possibility. Item 3 presents the meaning of offering permission that learner definitely understands the shade
of the meaning with the very high percentage (98%). The function of possibility in item 4 obviously occupies the
understanding of the meaning in the situation with a high percentage as well (42%). This study reveals that will is
the easiest modal verb according to the result above; furthermore, it is also consistent with Saeed (2009) and
Yangklang (2012). Both studies confirm that will is the easiest modality and their participants clearly understood

the meaning functions and the uses of will in any situation, especially in daily communication.

Conclusions and Implications

This research examines the understanding of the shade meaning of modal verbs in EFL learners,
specifically third-year English major students, Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University. The findings of the
study reveals that the participants’ performance are not high (65.4%). According to Table 3, the average
percentage of the difficult use of individual modal verbs is 65.4% against 64.5% the difficult use of meaning
functions of modal verbs. The percentage of five out of nine modal verb use; shall, could, must, may and might,
is lower than the average percentage of all modality. The easiest modality of this study: will, can and would, is
consistent with Romer (2004). Moreover, three functions—requesting, possibility, and ability—receive a lower
percentage than average percentage. The overlapping meanings confuse learners to choose the proper modal
to the suitable situation. It is possible that the participants were confused with the meaning between Thai and
English while they did the test. The results of the study reflect the misunderstanding and misuse of modal verbs
that Thai participants perform.

The EFL learners should be aware of the nuanced meaning of each modal verb to produce more
professional work. The shade of meaning should be considered in the classroom to prevent the misuse of modal
verbs. The important modal verbs in daily communication should be heightened in textbook and the teacher’s
teaching in class; furthermore, the teacher should inform the misuse and misunderstanding of modal verbs to
illustrate the distorted meaning. Nowadays, a little research has been conducted on the modal verbs. Further

research should continue with a massive and diverse subject for the more significant results.
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Appendix A
Questions Correct An|Incorrect AFrequency|Percent
1| 1t's quite late, I rather have a cup of tea than coffee now. would wil 5 10%
would 39 78%
should 6 12%
2| When we were kids, we hang around the playground every afternoon. would should 3 6%
would 40 80%
might 7 14%
3|can't you do your homework? Don't worry, I come and help. wil must 0 0%
may 1 2%
will 49 98%
4{we go fishing at the weekend if the weather is good. wil wil 42 84%
would 5 10%
should 3 6%
51 speak Arabic fluently when I was a child and we live in Egypt. But after we mdcould could 50 100%
might 0 0%
should 0 0%
6|The book is optional. My professor said we read it if we needed extra credit. Bu{could should 33 66%
could 12 24%
must 5 10%
7 Ned: I borrow your lighter for a minute? can can 50 100%
Stephen: Sure, no problem. might 0 0%
should 0 0%
81 believe she said that to Megan! She insulted her cooking in front of everyone|can't can't 41 82%
shouldn't 7 14%
mustn't 2 4%
9| Nancy said you didn't need to buy her anything for her birthday, but I really think you __|Should might 5 10%
must 4 8%
should 41 82%
10(Debbie said she was really busy this week, but I think she show up at the party|might might 36 72%
should 7 14%
must 7 14%
11| oh my god, he’s unconscious. Don't move him-he have internal injuries. Somebdmight might 27 54%
must 19 38%
should 4 8%
Fiona: I don't know. It be under the couch. Or, perhaps I absent-mindedly
took in into the kitchen. I'll check in there.
12 might might 38 76%
should 8 16%
must 4 8%
13 [For most people, learning a language is a challenging undertaking. Experts agree that to 1 Should might 1 2%
should 31 62%
must 18 36%
14| New research suggests that exercise can reduce the chance of heart disease as well as dShould might 1 2%
should 41 82%
must 8 16%
15| We should invite Sally and her husband to come to the picnic on Saturday. We haven't se{might might 24 48%
should 4 8%
must 22 44%
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16| Tim: While I was a student, I spent a year and a half studying Pygmy culture in the must might 7 14%,
Central African Republic. My research focused on unique aspects of their social

structure and religion. should 14 28%

Simon: That have been absolutely fascinating! must 29 58%

17|we had better call Tony to see if he’s at home before we go over to his house. He _____|must might 36 72%

should 7 14%

must 7 14%

18| At first, my boss didn't want to hire Sam. But because I had previously worked with Sam, |should might 6 12%

should 37 74%

must 7 14%

19(vou not worry so much. It doesn't do you any good. Either you get the job, or|Should might 2 4%

should 38 76%

must 10 20%

20| 1 would love to go on the cruise to Tahiti with Robin and Michelle. But such a luxurious trif Must might 27 54%

should 3 6%

must 20 40%

211 know it's rather rude, but I ask you where you purchased that pocket watch?|may may 32 64%

should 7 14%

shall 11 22%

22| 1t's pretty hot in the desert at this time of year. If we are going to do some hiking, we ha|may may 23 46%

could 13 26%

would 14 28%

23 I try a little of your Black Forest cake? It looks absolutely delicious — I have gof may may 36 72%

shall 14 28%

must 0 0%

24|You had better take along some cash. The restaurant it not accept credit cards may may 23 46%

could 26 52%

shall 1 2%

25 we move into the living room? It's more comfortable in there and there’s a beafshall may 9 18%

would 2 4%

shall 39 78%

26|I'mnot really sure if Susan is going to go snowboarding with us or not. She dec|may may 27 54%

would 5 10%

can 18 36%

27 T have a look at that necklace there in the display case? It's exactly what I've [may may 36 72%

shall 10 20%

must 4 8%

28| we no longer suffer the injustice of oppression. shall may 13 26%

shall 8 16%

must 29 58%

29|1an, Evelyn and Deborah will be attending the conference. I be attending as w shall may 15 30%

shall 12 24%

could 23 46%

30| Ted’s flight from Amsterdam took more than 11 hours. He be exhausted after §Must can 7 14%

shall 4 8%

must 39 78%

31| susan not hear the speaker because the crowd was cheering so loudly. could can 24 48%

might 11 22%

could 15 30%

32| Jack: No. It's impossible.’ can can 43 86%

might 2 4%

should 5 10%

33|1've redone this math problem at least twenty times, but my answer is wrong according tof mMust can 8 16%

should 4 8%

must 38 76%

34| You be kidding! That can't be true. must wil 7 14%

should 8 16%

must 35 70%

35|You leave the table once you have finished your meal and politely excused you|must would 6 12%

may 18 36%

must 26 52%

36| You forget to pay the rent tomorrow. The landlord is very strict about paying {musn't won't 8 16%

can't 12 24%

mustn't 30 60%
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37| Terry and Frank said they would come over right after work, so they be here fshould would 21 42%
should 27 54%

can 2 4%

38| The lamp not be broken. Maybe the light bulb just burned out. might could 17 34%
should 5 10%

might 28 56%

39 Tony: How long you be staying in Paris? wil wil 44 88%
Andy: For a week. should 0 0%
can 6 12%

40|1 haven' decided yet. Is there anything you recommend? would wil 25 50%
should 2 4%

would 23 46%

41 |1s there anything you think I try? should might 9 18%
should 36 72%

could 5 10%

42|You try the Cajun catfish — or perhaps the Gumbo. could might 18 36%
would 17 34%

could 15 30%

43 |That sounds wonderful, but that be a little too spicy for me. might might 29 58%
would 11 22%

could 10 20%

44 (umm, (44) I have the barbecued prawns? could might 6 12%
should 12 24%

could 32 64%

45 Sure, you like a salad with that? would would 47 94%
should 2 4%

could 1 2%
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Abstract

The aim of this research was to study the social-cultural reflections, and the values of the Chinese Thai characters
from a TV soap opera “In Family We Trust” through a content analysis. This TV series is about a Chinese-Thai family, in
which family conflicts eventually lead to stress and chaos. The results show a reflection of society in terms of family rela-
tionships and kinship of Chinese Thais, particularly in a large family with a different generation. The relationship between
siblings is showed and the important roles of daughters-in-law are presented. In addition, the series reveals many cultural
perspectives such as family mutual interests, funeral ceremonies, etc. The role of Tuo Sung (a character in a series) and
arranged marriage mirrors the values and practices of Thai people of Chinese descent, including a gender preference on
sons over daughters. The values of love reflect many types of relationships and various dimensions both positive and
negative sides.

Keywords: Thai people of Chinese descent, Social Reflection, Culture, Values.
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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the defense mechanisms of August, who is a child character from Wonder. The results
indicate that August uses defense mechanisms corresponding with Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalytic heory. Two defense mech-
anisms are found. The first type is compensation, which protects the individual against the conscious realization of some defi-
ciencies. The other is avoidance, which is the practice of keeping away from particular situations, environments, individuals, or
things. The findings also show that the child character uses defense mechanisms when he confronts negative situations or when
painful feelings are associated with him. Thus, he can leave those encounters quickly, and this behavior naturally emerges. It
results in the natural and human characteristics of the child character in this novel.
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Abstract
The function of films is not only to narrate stories, as a type of entertainment, but also to become a tool to construct

a national ideology. Myanmar and Thailand have a long and complicated history which has been carefully choregraphed
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by the Thai state (cinematically, textually and using semiotics) to define the Myanmar as a national threat. This paper
studies the transformation of the Burma-ness which is represented in selected Thai films.

This paper explores a Thai film industry under the Thai government control and how the industry presents the views
on Myanmar as an enemy or a threat through visual media. Research findings based on a number of documents, statements,
and chronicles with regard to Thailand-Myanmar relations reveal that some contents of aforementioned resources have con-
tributed to the building of Thai nationalism. That is, the Thai government has intentionally presented Myanmar as a “threat or
invader”. As a result, the films with the plots about the Myanmar have been tailored to serve this purpose by delivering the
message of Myanmar as a “threat or invader” to the Thai nation. Nonetheless, in 1980 the government of an ‘isolated” Myanmar
shifted its policies and intended to open the country. Tourism promotion was one of the strategies to draw tourists to experi-
ence Myanmar culture. This has indirectly impacted on the production of films whose traditional plots concerning Thailand-
Myanmar relations and nationalist conceptions to something else, namely inter-racial love, transboundary relationship, and
timeless affection. This paper reflects the transition of Myanmar cinematic representation by the Thai film industry from an
enemy to a warmly regarded neighbor. By the same token, the film industry in Myanmar is growing. A number of Myanmar
workers in Thailand can watch movies. As a result, the movie has another storyline that is not limited to the concept of “Burma-
ness” to define the Myanmar identity as a national threat. The plot changes from enemy to interracial love, various classes,
good image of Myanmar characters, identity, culture, and ways of life.

Keywords: Thai film, Burma-ness, Thai nationalism, Thai-Myanmar relations
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